HOW STRONG  IS BRITAIN ?
to maintain than formerly. However, that is nothing
but a social boomerang flying back at those who hurled
it : they thought they would be able to enjoy a higher
standard of living if they limited the size of their
families, and now instead society must maintain more
old people than before to make up for it.
The consequences will become more serious from
1965 onwards when absolute population figures begin
to decline. But even then so many factors which are
difficult for us to estimate will play a role that we
should be wise to guard against the danger of exagger-
ation. In Great Britain herself it is quite possible
that despite the decline in absolute population the
total production of industry will not decline, thanks to
increased productivity on the part of the smaller popu-
lation brought about by the introduction of more
advanced industrial technique. The question is only
whether those workers who are likely to become unem-
ployed as the result of the decline of the building
industry and of other branches of industry designed
to serve the needs of a growing population will be able
to find full employment in other branches of industry,
etc. Thus to this extent even in thirty years' time it
will be only a problem of organization and redis-
tribution, and it should not prove impossible of solution.
However, it has been said that a rapid decline in
the population of Great Britain such as is to be expected
from 1965 onwards will destroy the basis of the
economic system of the Empire, namely the exchange
of overseas raw materials and agricultural produce
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